
Krokbragd (pronounced “croak-brahg”) is a Norwegian 
word that translates as “crooked path”; or similarly “crooked 
lines” or “lightning path”.  This description refers to the small 
stepped pattern seen in the fabric of krokbragd weaving. 

Krokbragd is described as a thick weft-faced, twill-based 
weave structure that is generally threaded as a 3-shaft point 
twill with one shaft treadled at a time.  Let’s break that down.

In weft-faced weaving, the warp threads are completely 
hidden or covered by the weft.  This differs from balanced 

weaves, where both the warp and weft threads appear 
relatively equal in the fabric.  Let’s look at an example.

A 3-shaft point twill draft is shown above in Figure 2.  The 
fabric view for a balanced weave that uses this draft is shown 
in Figure 3. Now, using the same draft, look at the fabric 
view for the weft-faced weave (Figure 4); notice that none of 
the black warp threads are seen, only the weft colors.
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Figure 1 “crooked path of krokbragd

Figure 2 3-shaft point twill draft

Figure 3 3-shaft point twill balanced weave

Figure 4 3-shaft point twill weft-faced weave (krokbragd)



Generally, weft-faced fabrics are thicker, denser, and will not 
have the same drape as a balanced weave.  It probably 
wouldn’t be the best choice to weave a scarf or shawl, 
however it is an ideal structure for outerwear and household 
textiles such as coverlets, cushions, and rugs.  

Traditional single krokbragd is woven on three shafts. The 
typical threading is a point twill with a four-thread repeat: 
1,2,3,2.  (see Figure 2).  

With each treadling, two shafts are raised and 1 shaft 
remains down.  Each weft pick covers the warp thread on 
the single shaft that remains down.  For example, if shafts 2 
and 3 are raised, the weft will cover the warp on shaft 1 and 
“float” under the warp threads on shafts 2 and 3.  

The fabric 
produced is 
tightly woven 
with the pattern 
motifs on the 
front (or right) 
side, while the 
back (or wrong) 
side will have 
longer floats and 
a blocky 
appearance.  The fabric is generally not considered reversible 
due to these floats; although some find the blocky geometric 
patterns on the back quite pleasing. 

If you examine krokbragd, you’ll notice that every third pick 
is actually a plain-weave row. When shaft 2 is down, the weft 
pick travels over every other thread, in other words, the 
“over one/under one” of plain-weave.  This adds stability to 
the fabric and helps to prevent curling which can occur when 
there are floats on only one side of the cloth. 

In traditional single krokbragd, 3 weft picks equal 1 row of 
pattern weaving.  The treadling sequence remains constant; 
repeatedly raising shafts 2&3, 1&3, 1&2. Patterns are built 
by varying the weft color choices used in this three-pick 
sequence.  

The next chapter will explain these concepts in greater detail.  

a

15

Front (right) side

This is the back of 
the same area of 
weaving.  Notice 
the floats and 
blocky appear-
ance.

Back (wrong) side


